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								Taylorville School Board Meets for April Meeting
							

						
							
								Posted Today At 7:30am 
															

						

						
							The Taylorville School Board of Education will meet on Tuesday, April 9th, at 6:00 p.m. at the district office for a regular meeting. The Christian County CEO group will give a presentation and Brenda Patrick will provide talking points from the Illinois Association of School Boards. 


Consideration and approval are needed for a contract with GoSolutions along with considerations for bids for transportation and the HVAC bid for the high school gymnasium. 


A consideration of personnel and overnight trip requests will also be covered at the meeting.


Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for updates following the conclusion of the meeting.
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								Taylorville Kiwanis Hears About Pillars Event Center, Air BnB at Weekly Meeting
							

						
							
								Posted Less Than An Hour Ago 
															

						

						
							The Taylorville Kiwanis Club heard about the Pillars Event Center and the new co-located “Air B and B” at their weekly meeting on Tuesday at the Taylorville Moose Lodge. 


 


Jerry Cocagne gave Kiwanis members his background as a long-time insurance agent in the community, followed by his purchase in April of 2015 of the former First Baptist Church on East Market.   He and former partner Kevin Hamel purchased the building, which is 100 years old this year, and spent a year and a half remodeling it to turn it into what became the Pillars Event Center.


 


Cocagne told Kiwanis members the investment they put into the building.


 



 



 


Work included painting, decorating, new floor joists, and a new HVAC system.  Jerry’s wife Lori assisted Jerry in much of the work.


 


Pillars opened to events on December First, 2016, and has hosted as many as 25 weddings and 15 dinners each year, plus as many as 15 smaller meetings in the former gym which was turned into a chapel and meeting space.


 


The Cocagne’s more recently purchased the house just east of their event center, and after remodeling it, has turned it into an “Air B and B”.  


 


The public is reminded of the annual Kiwanis Pancake and Sausage Breakfast Saturday, April 27th at the Moose Lodge, which is one of the club’s biggest fund-raisers to assist children and youth in the community.  Advance tickets are now available from Kiwanis members, at Taylorville Community Credit Union, People's Bank and Trust Taylorville branch, and the Greater Taylorville Chamber of Commerce office on the square.   They can also be purchased the day of the event at the door.


 


The Taylorville Kiwanis Club is part of a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time.  Weekly meetings are held Tuesdays at noon at the Taylorville Moose Lodge.  For information on the club, go to taylorvillekiwanis.com.
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								Shelbyville Students Of The Month Announced For March
							

						
							
								Posted Today At 4:23pm 
															

						

						
							The WSVZ and Family Drug-Shelbyville Students of the Month for March were presented with their awards recently. Pictured from left to right are Jake Palmer, Trinity Riley, Seth Crosley, and Anna Tynan.
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Freshman:  Jake Palmer, Sophmore:  Trinity Riley, Junior:  Seth Crosley, Senior on far right is:  Anna Tynan.


 


Regional Radio News congratulates the Students of the Month!
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								Taylorville Students Of The Month Announced For March
							

						
							
								Posted Today At 4:12pm 
															

						

						
							WTIM and People’s Bank and Trust in Taylorville have announced their students of the month for March. The program recognizes one outstanding student from each of the four classes. Students of the Month for March are Dekota Blue, Jackie Cargle, Arianna Presnell, and Ava Odam. 
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L - R:  PBT REPRESENTATIVE MASON CROWE, FRESHMAN DEKOTA BLUE; SOPHOMORE JACKIE CARGLE; JUNIOR ARIANNA PRESNELL; SENIOR AVA ODAM
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								Pana Student's Of The Month For March Announced
							

						
							
								Posted Today At 4:08pm 
															

						

						
							Genuine Country 94.3 WMKR along with People's Bank and Trust are recognizing the Pana Students of the Month for March.  The March Students of the Month are Harrison Cothern, Brianna Mathis, Noah Gorenz, and Simon Rickett.
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L - R:  PBT REPRESENTATIVE JENNIFER MATHIS; FRESHMEN HARRISON COTHERN; SOPHOMORE BRIANNA MATHIS; JUNIOR NOAH GORENZ; SENIOR(NOT PICTURED) SIMON RICKETT; PBT REPRESENTATIVE KYNDALL JONES
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								Taylorville Junior High Students Of The Month Recognized For March
							

						
							
								Posted Today At 11:18am 
															

						

						
							Miller Media Group and Peoples Bank & Trust Students of the Month for March at Taylorville Junior High School were recognized. These students were honored for displaying "responsibility"  throughout March.
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Pictured: Nicole Maloney, Nikyla Lawrence (5), Drake Hoy (6), James May (7), and Addison Cottingham (8).
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								Taylorville Community to Host Community Blood Drive
							

						
							
								Posted Today At 9:33am 
															

						

						
							Taylorville Community is teaming up with ImpactLife to hold a Community Blood Drive on Thursday, April 25th. The event will take place at the Christian County Extension Office Auditorium from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm.


 


To be eligible to donate blood, individuals must be at least 17 years old (or 16 with parental permission) and weigh more than 110 pounds. A photo ID is required for donation. For those unsure about their eligibility, you can contact ImpactLife at (800) 747-5401 for clarification. If you last gave blood on or before February 29th, 2024, are eligible to participate in this drive.


 


ImpactLife serves as the primary provider of blood products and services to over 125 hospitals and Emergency Medical Services in Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, and Wisconsin. In the Taylorville area, ImpactLife exclusively serves Pana Community Hospital and Taylorville Memorial Hospital. As a token of appreciation, If you donate you will receive an ImpactLife Promo Voucher that can be redeemed for various rewards. appointments are encouraged, and interested donors can contact ImpactLife Springfield at (800) 747-5401 or visit www.bloodcenter.org and use code 60145 to locate the drive. 
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								Pana High School Finding Success With Capturing Kids Hearts Program 
							

						
							
								Posted Today At 9:31am 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The Capturing Kids Hearts Program is a district-wide initiative in the Pana School District that drives educators K-12 to pursue further education to support students' social-emotional well-being, strong relationships within the educational community, and improve student contentedness.




Autumn Amling, Dean of Students at Pana High School says she sees the program manifest in the student-to-teacher communication channels.


 



 





Pana High School students were given the opportunity to play their part in the Capturing Kids Hearts Program with an option to peer mentor students from Lincoln Elementary School.


 



 





Fundraisers and seasonal initiatives are a byproduct of the CKH program. Amling says the students are eager to be involved and to them, it is about creating a culture and community around giving back.


 



 





Amling says instilling these simple means of communication and respect gets more out of their students when they know there is a culture of educational success and dedication.




Autumn Amling appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show from the lobby of Peoples Bank and Trust.
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								Taylorville Fire Department Welcomes New Truck
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 11:31am 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							The Taylorville Fire Department is enjoying a new Pierce Tanker for their department.  The truck carries 2,000 gallons of water and is used in rural areas that don’t have access to hydrants.  Firefighters will be completing training on the new truck over the next few weeks and loading it with equipment.  The tanker was purchased by the Taylorville Fire Protection District and is leased to the City of Taylorville Fire Department. 
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								What To Know About The Outdoor Weather Sounder
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 10:31am 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							With soundings of the severe weather sirens across Central Illinois this spring, the Emergency Management Agency wants the community to understand what this siren means and how to react when they hear it.




Jeff Stoner, Director of the Christian County EMA says that the loud and distinctive wail of the siren means the threat of a tornado is in the area, not that a tornado is touching down in the city. Nevertheless, Stoner says when the community hears that siren, seeking shelter in a safe structure is the priority.


 



 





Stoner says the “tornado” siren is a preventative measure to keep people safe and informed.


 



 





Having battery-powered devices like flashlights and radios will withstand power outages says Stoner.


 



 





To reach the Christian County Emergency Management Agency 217-561-1197.




Jeff Stoner appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.
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								Practicing Proper Mental Health During Spring
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 9:31am 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							One professional wants community members to understand that struggling with mental health is a battle that many people are fighting and the closing of winter to the onset of spring exacerbates these feelings.




Ed Lacheta, Clinical Director of Shelby County Community Services says living in the here and now will help alleviate feelings of depression or anxiety.


 



 





Lacheta provides examples of mindfulness and how living in the moment will ground individuals struggling with mental health.


 



 





As many individuals prepare for spring cleaning and a renewal of their homes and even themselves, Lacheta reminds us to not allow the pressure of others to influence what is happening at the present moment.


 



 





To reach Shelby County Community Services, contact 217-774-5587.




Ed Lacheta appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show live from our downtown studios in Shelbyville.

 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				[bookmark: 737258]
				
					
						
														
							
								
									[image: ]
								
							

														
							
								Taylorville Police Looking For Subject With Active Warrant
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 8:54am 
															

						

						
							Taylorville Police are looking for a resident who is being wanted for possession of meth with intent to deliver. The Community Action Team is looking for 55 year old Theodore Workman of Taylorville after receiving several complaints at a residence concerning drug sales. After a search warrant was obtained, evidence showed the sale and distribution of narcotics. 


 


Taylorville police believe he is still in the area.  He is currently out on pre-trial release from another drug-related arrest and was released from custody due to the Safe-T Act. Police urge you to get in touch with them or call Crime Stoppers.
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								Visitor Guides Available At Shelby County Office of Tourism 
							

						
							
								Posted Saturday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							Many of the events and programs happening in and around Shelbyville are promoted by the Shelby County Office of Tourism. Director, Freddie Fry says visitor guides are in for the 2024 year and are ready to be picked up at 501 North Harrison Street in Shelbyville.


 



 





The Shelby County Office of Tourism is the smallest in the State of Illinois and garners funds through tourism to Shelby County the motel and hotel taxes.


 



 





Fry says enjoyillinois.com will have large state-wide events and also utilizes TV commercials for outreach.


 



 





The Shelby County Office of Tourism can be contacted at 217-398-9623.




Freddie Fry appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show live from our studios in Downtown Shelbyville.
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								State Rep Halbrook Looks For Transparency In Transportation
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Afternoon 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							A new bill is calling for more transparency when it comes to transportation projects. State Representative Brad Halbrook is sponsoring legislation that calls for the Illinois Department of Transportation to have pre-bid, pre-construction meetings with various entities in the area of construction.  This bill will allow county, township, and municipal elected officials to be included.  Effingham County Sheriff, Paul Kuhns testified in committee in support of the new legislation.


 



 



 


State Representative Halbrook says that there is nothing wrong with the system, but it can be better.


 



 



 


House Bill 5422 is currently in the Transportation:  Regulations, Roads, and Bridges Committee and is still being negotiated between the sponsor at IDOT.
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								4H Youth Visit Melvin Price Locks And Dam
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Afternoon 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							An environmental science career exploration trip and tour with the Army Corps of Engineers fascinated eighteen 4-H youth from various central Illinois counties on Monday. 4-H youth from Christian, Jersey, Macoupin, and Montgomery Counties explored Melvin Price Locks and Dam.  The group was led by Extension 4-H Staff, Jessica Jaffry, Kate Harding, and Taylor Pope. 


 


Youth participants met with environmental science professionals for career advice and discussion. The participants heard from Corrinne O’Brien, Travis Smith, and Tom Lytle who all shared their position duties and responsibilities, education and experience requirements, career pathways, and advancement opportunities.  


 


Following the career discussions, youth participated in a tour including learning about the way the river flows, the role of the locks and dam with navigation, and how to preserve wildlife, water, and the surrounding community.  Park Ranger, Travis Smith shared the integral work each staff member performs while operating the dam. 


 


The University of Illinois Extension provides practical education that helps people, businesses, and communities solve problems, develop skills, and build a better future.  For more information visit go.illinois.edu/cjmm or contac the Christian County Extension Office at 217-287-7246. You can also email Taylor Pope, 4H Youth Development Program Coordinator at tpope4@illinois.edu. 
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								Taylorville Child Wins Free Bike from Kiwanis at Park District Easter Egg Hunt
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
															

						

						
							Jax Lye, a kindergartener at North Elementary School in Taylorville, was the winner of a bicycle given away by the Taylorville Kiwanis Club, at the Taylorville Park District Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday.  Jax' father Brandon Steele, is shown in the picture behind Jax admiring his new bike.


 


The Taylorville Kiwanis Club is part of global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time.  Weekly meetings are held Tuesdays at noon at the Taylorville Moose Lodge.  For information on the club, go to taylorvillekiwanis.com. 
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								Latest Internet Crime Information Released
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							Illinois has experienced a six percent increase in victim complaints when it comes to the latest Internet crime data.  According to data recently released in a 2023 Internet Crime Report released by the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center, (IC3), Illinois has also seen a 20% increase in dollar loss. While the crimes making up the top three were the same from year to year, investment fraud surged to the top of the list in 2023.  This prompted a 74% increase in dollar loss to victims.  Investment fraud, Business e-mail compromise, and tech support scams rounded out the top three. 


 


Illinois mirrors national data which shows a nearly 10% increase in complaints received, and a 22% increase in losses suffered, compared to last year.  Also similarly, investment fraud accounted for the highest dollar loss, carrying a $4,57 billion loss.  Losses due to investment fraud in 2023 became the most of any crime type tracked by the IC3.  


 


In 2023, the number one critical infrastructure target of ransomware was the healthcare and public health industry. The report indicated that different age groups tend to be impacted by different crimes.  Victims 30-49 years old were the most likely group to report losses from investment fraud, while the elderly attributed well over half their losses to tech support scams. 


 


If you are the victim of an internet crime, submit a complaint to the IC3.  You can also file a complaint on behalf of another person.  Find out more information at www.ic3.gov. 
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								Christian County YMCA Offers PE Program For Home-School Students
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The Christian County YMCA is offering Physical Education classes on Thursdays for home-schooled students. Tanner Jones, Program and Aquatic Director will be leading two, eight-week class sessions split by age groups. The home school PE program is available to members and non-members along with students interested outside of Christian County.


 



 





Registration and more information can be found at www.ccymca.org/home/programs.




Tanner Jones appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.
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								IFBW To Host Fashion Show Highlighting Local Business
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The Illinois Federation of Business Women in Christian County will be hosting a fashion show on Saturday, April 6th, to showcase 17 local, women-owned retailers. This is the 4th Annual Spring Fashion Show presented by the IFBW and this year 20 women will walk the runway highlighting the fresh styling of local businesses.




Tyler Frump, President of the fashion show says the event is all about supporting women-owned businesses.


 



 





Kayla McGraw, Vice President of the event says the IFBW re-branded from previous years to shift the focus on these businesses.


 



 





Amy Hagen has aided in the process of the fashion show with coordination and making an event that can become a tradition.


 



 





To get involved with sponsorship opportunities with the IFBW Fashion Show, visit the Facebook Page, TvilleBuisnessWomen. Tickets are available at a limited supply and can be purchased by contacting 217-454-1875.




Tyler Frump, Kayla McGraw, and Amy Hagen appeared as guests on the WTIM Morning Show.
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								Police Arrest Juvenile In Connection With A Stolen Firearm
							

						
							
								Posted Thursday Afternoon 
															

						

						
							A juvenile was arrested on Wednesday and charged with possession of a stolen firearm. Authorities say several firearms were recovered along with ammunition and extra magazines.  One of the pistols had the serial numbers filed off and the investigation included theft of firearms and an incident that happened at Taylorville High School.  Taylorville Police and the Christian County Sheriff's Office were involved in the arrest. This is a developing story.  Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for all the latest on this incident. 
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								American Eagle Restaurant Apparently Closed
							

						
							
								Posted Thursday Afternoon 
															

						

						
							The American Eagle Restaurant on East Park in Taylorville has apparently closed.


The restaurant has reportedly been closed since Easter Sunday, with no staff reporting for work since then.


The restaurant opened about 9 months ago, operated by Rufino Esperenza and his family.
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								Edinburg 6th Graders Engaged and Tested at Recent Science Fair 
							

						
							
								Posted Thursday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							6th graders from Edinburg Middle School recently put their science skills to the test at a regional science fair. Students, Laken Joanne, Harper, Cally, and Maddie began displaying their projects at a district fair in Edinburg, and fielded questions from younger students, preparing them for their time at the regional fair where they would be asked questions about their projects and findings.


 



 





Students, Laken and Joanne ventured into the field of water filtration and what materials best clean water.


 



 





Harper chose to test the sensitivity of homemade slime and the effects of heat on the color of that slime.


 



 





Cally presented an experiment involving batteries, magnets, and copper and silver wire to get a reaction.


 



 





Maddie wanted to test the growth patterns of plants that were played different types of music. Maddie found that plants actually do have a musical preference.


 



 





Educator and Sponsor Peggy Brown couldn’t be more proud, seeing her students engaged and passionate about their science projects and their future in the STEM fields.




Laken, Joanna, Harper, Cally, Maddie, and Peggy Brown appeared as guests on the WTIM Morning Show
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								Central Counties Health Center Welcomes Family Medicine Specialist 
							

						
							
								Posted Thursday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							Central Counties Health Center is welcoming a new specialist to their team. Dr. Alicia Altheimer is a Family Medicine Practitioner, meaning she has the ability to care for people from infancy to the end of life. Dr. Altheimer’s services are available now along with the many other services CCHC offers like vaccinations, behavioral specialists, and different types of healthy living assistance.


 



 





Dr. Altheimer describes the benefits of having a family medicine practitioner and one that would stay consistent with a patient through their entire life.


 



 





Heather Burton, CEO of Central County Health Center, explains that CCHC provides help to citizens that extend much further than just getting a vaccination or going in for a check-up.




Burton describes CCHC’s partnership with the Central Illinois Food Bank.


 



 





Visit www.centralcounties.org for information about services or visit the Taylorville CCHC Facebook page for updates.




Central Counties Health Center is located at 1141 North Cheney Street in Taylorville.




Dr. Alicia Altheimer and Heather Burton appeared as guests on the WTIM Morning Show.
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								Woman Arrested For Child Grooming
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							A woman has been arrested following accusations of child grooming.  It is reported that on February 26, 2024, the Christian County Sheriff’s Office became aware of an adult female within Christian County who had sent unwanted texts to multiple juveniles. 


 


The Christian County Sheriff’s Office began investigating this situation and on April 2nd, 2024, Ashley N. Getz, 36 years of age, was arrested by the Christian County Sheriff’s Office and charged with grooming. Getz is still in custody at the Christian County Jail. She is tentatively scheduled to appear in court on Thursday.  Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for the latest developments on this ongoing case. 
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								Wright's Furniture Opens New Distribution Center
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							Wright’s Furniture and Flooring has officially opened up a new Distribution Center in Dieterich.  The facility is a 31,000-square-foot warehouse facility open in Dieterich’s Industrial Park East. The facility broke ground in May of 2023 and Alex Wright, Vice President of Wright’s Furniture and Flooring says he is excited that inventory is under one roof.  


 


Wright says that he believes customers will be able to get their furniture faster and easier, with customer pickup at the warehouse.  He thanked the Village of Dieterich, Dieterich Community Bank, and AKRA Builders. Wright’s flagship store is located in Dieterich but they also have locations in Effingham, Robinson, and Taylorville.   Interior design services are offered at all four storefronts. 


 


For more information visit www.wrightsfurniture.com. 
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