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								Taylorville School Board Meets for Regular March Meeting
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 9:00pm 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The Taylorville School Board of Education met last night for their regular monthly meeting at 6:00. All members of the board were present. There were no public comments. The approval of minutes and the treasurer's report along with an overnight trip request for the Taylorville High School Band to travel to Kansas City to perform at area auditoriums passed unanimously. 


Under old business, a presentation was given by the MCP Midwest Construction Professionals, where the Taylorville High School gymnasium and lobby addition budget were explained by each project. Pricing on all aspects of the build was considered including roofing, athletic flooring, fire protection, labor, and more were considered. The estimated time for the project was said to be 10-11 months.


 


Agenda item “Alternate 4”, using metal panels on the entire north and west sides of the building in place of masonry, which added $30,000 to the overall budget. Ann Chandler made a motion to pass alternate items A1, the chorus room addition, A2, band room renovations, A3, the Tommy TV classroom addition, and A6, replacing existing soil. The motion passed with Board Members Tom Finks and Dr. Mizer voting no.


 


Agenda items A4 and A5 were pushed to be voted on as the construction project proceeded closer to completion. Tom Finks and Dr. Ron Mizer were the only board members to vote no.


Under new business, the board approved the membership for the IHSA. Resolutions were adopted to transfer $5,971,000 from the working cash fund to the Capital Projects Fund along with transferring $5,000,000 from the education fund to the Capital Projects Fund. The two items passed 5-2 with Dr. Ron Mizer and Tom Finks voting no.


 


Interim Superintendent Deborah Philpot gave her superintendent's report, relaying positive messages of a smooth transition to the new interim superintendent, Kenneth Schwengel, then to the future Superintendent, Brandi Bruley. Philpot thanked the board for their hard work through difficult situations and wished the board and all involved with the school district the best of luck moving forward. 


 



 



 


The board then went into a lengthy closed session and returned with employment details for multiple new staff of Taylorville High School. School board Treasurer, Wendy Dulakis announced her resignation effective June 24. 


The Next Taylorville School Board meeting is set for April 9th, 2024.




 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								Taylorville Park Board Special Meeting: Easter Egg Hunt Relocation and Testing Funding Approved
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 7:49pm 
															

						

						
							The Taylorville Park Board convened for a special meeting on Tuesday night. The meeting promptly transitioned into a nearly one-hour executive session. Following the session, it was announced that the Easter egg hunt would be relocated to Jaynes Park, typically held at Manners Park. Additionally, the Park District disclosed that they would be closing the road from the west entrance of Manners Park on Webster St to the Manners Park dining hall. However, the dining hall and playground will remain open. A motion was also made to approve funding for UES located in St. Louis, Missouri to conduct private testing for Manners Park.


 


The next park board meeting is scheduled for March 25th, 2024.

 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Taylorville Kiwanis Club Hears About Faith Bible Christian Academy at Weekly Meeting
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 5:33pm 
															

						

						
							(Taylorville)--The Taylorville Kiwanis Club heard about Faith Bible Christian Academy in Rosamond, at their weekly meeting on Tuesday at the Taylorville Moose Lodge.  


 


Program speaker was Kim Blakley (right), Partner Builder with Faith Bible Christian Academy.   She told Kiwanis members she’s been a pre-school teacher the past 5 years, and shared success stories of the school supporting its over 130 students.   


 


Blakley added that F-B-C-A is partnering with Greenville University to have high school students earn college credits.


 


Blakley outlined many of their extracurricular programs including shop class, H-V-A-C, cake decorating and baking, and several sports teams including basketball, volleyball, track, and cheerleading.


 


Blakley was hosted by Kiwanis program chair for the meeting, Adam Jeffrey (left).


 


The public is reminded of the upcoming Kiwanis Pancake and Sausage Breakfast Saturday, April 27th at the Moose Lodge, with proceeds benefiting local Kiwanis projects for children and youth.  Those projects include Coats for Kids, Kiwanis Park, high school and YMCA scholarships, and grants to other local non-profit organizations that have similar goals.


 


The Taylorville Kiwanis Club is part of a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time.  Weekly meetings are held Tuesdays at noon at the Taylorville Moose Lodge.  For information on the club, go to taylorvillekiwanis.com.


     

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Morrisonville Blood Drive Coming Soon
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 9:31am 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The Morrisonville community is gearing up to host an event aimed at saving lives: a blood drive in collaboration with ImpactLife. The blood drive will be held on Wednesday, March 27th, from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Morrisonville United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall located at 109 South East 5th Street.


 


This initiative comes at a time when blood donations are more crucial than ever, with hospitals constantly in need of replenishing their blood supplies. 


To be eligible to donate blood, individuals must be at least 17 years old (16 with parental permission) and weigh more than 110 pounds. A photo ID is required for donation. Donors who last gave blood on or before 1/31/24 are eligible to participate in this drive.


 


Blood donation is a simple and safe process, typically taking about 45 minutes to an hour. Those with diabetes or controlled high blood pressure may still be accepted as eligible donors. As a token of appreciation, all donors will receive an ImpactLife Promo Voucher, which can be redeemed for an EGift Card (Target, Amazon, etc.), used for bonus points towards a Green Happy Go Lucky T-Shirt, or directed towards planting trees in a US forest.


 


ImpactLife serves as the primary provider of blood products and services to over 125 hospitals and Emergency Medical Services across Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, and Wisconsin. In the Morrisonville area, ImpactLife is the exclusive provider to Pana Community Hospital and Taylorville Memorial Hospital.


 


Individuals interested in contributing to this life-saving cause are encouraged to schedule an appointment by contacting ImpactLife Springfield at (800) 747-5401 or by visiting www.bloodcenter.org and using code 60529 to locate the drive. While appointments are requested, walk-ins are also welcome.

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								Lake Land College Discussing Open Vacancy With Three Candidates
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 8:47am 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							The Lake Land College Board of Trustees will consider three candidates to fill a vacancy on the board at the regular March 11, 2024 meeting.


 


Candidates who have submitted application materials by the March 1 deadline are: Curtis Garrard, Effingham, Larry Lilly, Mattoon and Scott Wilson, Charleston.


 


Following the regular business items on the agenda, the board will go into closed session to discuss the selection of a person to fill the board seat vacancy. Following the discussion, the board will return to open session and approve a candidate to fill the board vacancy as discussed in closed session. The individual selected will be seated at the April 8 board meeting.


 


The vacancy was created in February with the resignation of former trustee Mike Sullivan, Mattoon.


Those interested in filling the vacancy were to submit materials explaining the reason for seeking the appointment, qualifications and experience in other areas which may enhance public policy or decision-making. Eligibility requirements for the trustee vacancy are: U.S. citizenship, 18 years of age or older, a resident of Illinois for one year immediately preceding election, and a resident of Community College District No. 517 for one year immediately preceding election.


 


The individual selected by the board to fill the vacancy will serve until the next consolidated election in April of 2025.

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Taylorville School Board to Meet Tonight
							

						
							
								Posted Yesterday At 8:31am 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The Taylorville School Board of Education is set to meet tonight at 6:00 at the district office, located at 1120 North Sportsman Drive in Taylorville. The meeting will begin with the consent agenda, the treasurer report, consideration of personnel and consideration of overnight trips will take place.




Under old business, a presentation and possible action will be taken concerning the high school construction project for the gymnasium and lobby addition. Also under old business, the board will look to approve the amended FY 24-25 school year calendars.




Under new business, consideration and possible action are to be taken on the IHSA annual membership renewal. Brenda Patrick will present March Talking points from the Illinois Association of School Boards.




The meeting will conclude with the superintendent report and an executive session.




Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for more information following the conclusion of the meeting.

 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								House Republicans Continue Push For Ethics Reform
							

						
							
								Posted Monday Morning 
															

						

						
							With the two-year anniversary of former Speaker Mike Madigan’s indictment coinciding with National Ethics Awareness Month, House Minority Leader Tony McCombie (Savanna) is using the opportunity to advance ethics reform in the Illinois  House this spring.


 


Leader McCombie is pushing for reform as several indictments have come down recently. To address what the Minority Leader sees as shortcomings, McCombie has filed a measure, HB4119, to prohibit elected officials from using political campaign donations to pay for criminal defense. 


 


Madigan, the longest-serving state House speaker in modern U.S. history, was indicted on federal racketeering and bribery charges in March 2022. He was set to stand trial in federal court in April 2024, but the trial has been pushed back to October 8, 2024. To date, it is confirmed that he has used millions of dollars campaign funds to pay for his legal defense.


 



 





 

House Republicans have pushed hard for greater ethics reform. McCombie’s bill is just one measure out of dozens that Republican lawmakers have planned for this year in the Illinois House.


 


Leader McCombie’s HB4119 is scheduled for an Ethics and Elections Committee hearing in the Illinois House this week.

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Eggs: From Farm to Fork Class Coming Soon 
							

						
							
								Posted Monday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The University of Illinois Extension is set to host a new program at Pana Community Hospital for those looking to become an expert in all things eggs. Appearing on Thursday, March 21st, at 10:30 a.m., the Eggs: From Farm to Fork class will be taught by Lisa Peterson, a Nutrition and Wellness Educator for U of I Extension.


 



 





Peterson gives a sneak peek into some of the content that will be covered during the class like the difference between scrambled and sunny-side-up eggs and the safety concerns involved.


 



 





Registration for this class can be found at extension.illinois.edu/events/-eggs-farm-fork.




Lisa Peterson appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								State Senator Pushes for Use of Psilocybin In Medical Setting 
							

						
							
								Posted Saturday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							State Senator Rachel Ventura, joined by mental health advocates and professionals, made an announcement at a press conference Thursday, advocating for the legalization of psilocybin, commonly known as "magic mushrooms," in Senator Ventura spoke on removing barriers to healing and destigmatizing plant medicines like psilocybin.


 


Senate Bill 3695, also known as the CURE ACT (Compassionate Use and Research of Entheogens Act), aims to address treatment-resistant conditions such as anxiety, depression, PTSD, substance abuse, and eating disorders by legalizing psilocybin. The bill also facilitates research into the safety and efficacy of psilocybin through medical, psychological, and scientific studies.


 


Senator Ventura calls the use of psilocybin a potential breakthrough in treatment options for citizens struggling with a variety of mental and physical health ailments.


 



 



 


Under Senate Bill 3695, psychedelic therapies would be administered in controlled, supervised settings to ensure safety and effectiveness. Retail sales of these medicines would be prohibited, and they could only be used under supervision at designated service centers.


 


Katie Sullivan, a healthcare provider and co-founder of Modern Compassionate Care, noted the importance of crafting the bill with input from healthcare providers and advocates to ensure the safe and ethical delivery of psychedelic treatments.


 


Senate Bill 3695 has been assigned to the Senate Executive Committee. Senator Ventura recognizes the step forward in the movement to legalize psilocybin for therapeutic use in Illinois.

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Home-School Programs with the Macon County Conservation District 
							

						
							
								Posted Saturday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The Macon County Conservation District continues to provide programs for home-schooled students ages 5 to 15 to immerse them in nature and educate the young minds on the world around them. Alysia Callison, Director of Program Services for the Macon County Conservation District says the group holds home-school programs on the second Wednesday of each month.




The program this month is called “Tall Trees”, where students will spend time indoors and outdoors, engaging in games and hands-on activities. Tall Trees will appear on Wednesday, March 13th, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Rock Springs Nature Center.


 



 





Programs like these are effective in supporting the growing population of home-schooled students, and Callison is happy to be providing this education to youngsters.


 



 





Registration is due by Monday, March 11th, and more information about this home-school program can be found at, www.maconcountyconservation.org/events/homeschool-program-tall-trees.




Alysia Callison appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								Volunteers Needed For Memorial Health Championship
							

						
							
								Posted Saturday Morning 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							Volunteer registration is now open for the Memorial Health Championship, a PGA TOUR sanctioned golf tournament at Panther Creek Country Club. Tournament officials announced that COUNTRY® Financial will continue to serve as the Official Sponsor of the volunteer program.


 


The tournament is looking to recruit more than 400 volunteers to fill over 20 different committees at this year’s event scheduled for June 24 - 30. As the sponsor of the volunteer program, COUNTRY will support this dedicated team of people who perform a variety of critical needs throughout the week. Whether one is a golf novice, an avid fan, volunteered in the past, or a new volunteer, there is something for everyone. 


 


There are numerous perks offered for volunteers including branded apparel, meals while working, weekly credentials for volunteers, additional tickets for family and friends and the opportunity to play the Championship’s host course in the volunteer golf outing. There are also a limited number of junior volunteer opportunities available during tournament week and provides a great way to earn service hours.


 


For more information or to sign up, visit www.memorialhealthchampionship.com and for questions about volunteer duties or the registration process, contact Emily Canham at (217)670-2910 or emily@memorialhealthchampionship.com

 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Lake Land College Broadcast Students Complete IBA Training
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Evening 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							Several Lake Land College broadcast sales students recently earned certification as broadcast sales professionals from the broadcast training company, P1 Learning, in partnership with the Illinois Broadcasters Association’s Sales Training Program. Students earned their certifications by completing a four-week course, complete with video classes, tests, and assignments as part of the broadcast sales class in the Broadcast Communication program at Lake Land College.  P1 Learning is a nationally recognized training company that administers training for hundreds of broadcast stations. 


 


Greg Powers, Broadcast Communication Instructor and Station Manager of WLKL 89.9 FM helped students in preparing for the certification and explained the benefits of receiving the broadcast sales certification, where students learned topics of sales, leadership, management, on-air, compliance, and more. 


 


Each of the professionals will be honored on a plaque displayed alongside those of the previous year’s students.  The IBA funded the initiative.  To learn more about Lake Land College’s Broadcast Communication program, contact Powers at 217-234-5335. The following students completed the course:


Seated L to R:  Madison Hunter, Assumption; Tolin Irby, Charleston; Patricia Ann Kelley, Mattoon; Emma Theriault, Charleston Front Row Standing L to R:  Erin Kistner, Witt; Lauryn Samuelson, Mattoon; Olivia Carroll, Mattoon Back Row Standing L to R: Greyson Baumann, Mattoon; James Robinson, Robinson; Jason Trigg, Charleston


 


The Broadcast Communication department will also be hosting an open house on Friday, March 22nd from noon until 2 PM.  Lunch will be provided at noon.  Attendees will have the opportunity to tour the college’s student-run FM radio station, WLKL 89.9 The Max Alternative, explore the TV studio and production control room and experiment with state-of-the-art camera and video equipment.  

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								Taylorville Announces Tree Limb Pickup
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Afternoon 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							The Taylorville Street Department and City Council have announced the tree limb pickup schedule for April. Tree limbs will be picked up in April with Ward 1 beginning Monday, April 1st, Ward 2 on April 8th, Ward 3 on April 15th, and Ward 4 on April 22nd.  


 


Only tree limbs cut by property owners will be picked up by the city.  Professional tree trimmers are responsible for disposing of all branches, brush, and trunks of trees that they trim or cut down.  The street department is asking that residents stack limbs with branches pointing in the same direction, the weekend before the chipper is scheduled to be in your ward. The chipper will not rerun any areas within a ward.  Stacks of limbs with other materials in or on them will not be picked up. 


 


The next tree limb pickup will be in October 2024. For any questions, please contact Michael L. Mann, Street and Sewer Superintendent. 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								New Bill To Help First Responders With Mental Health
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Afternoon 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							A new bill could help first responders receive free mental health insurance coverage. State Senator Michael E. Hastings says that Senate Bill 3538 would require any self-insured county or municipality that provides health insurance coverage to first responders to include mental health counseling coverage without any cost-sharing requirements on patients.


 



 



 


Senate Bill 3538 passed the Senate Local Government Committee on Wednesday and now heads to the full Senate for consideration. 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Wright's Family Center Holds Grand Opening Friday Morning
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							The Wright family, who owns Wright’s Furniture & Flooring is excited to announce the new Wright Family Center grand opening that will be taking place today at 10 AM.  There is also a ribbon cutting outside of the building located at 206B S Pine Street in Dieterich, Illinois. 


 


The center will include Montessori Kids Universe, a student daycare for up to 50 children, a 24-hour multi-purpose fitness center, three community rooms, and an indoor walking track.  The Wright family has advocated for the project, purchasing the naming rights for the community center in the spring of 2022, naming it the Wright Family Center.  Traci Bruns has been hired as the director of the facility and will help with oversight of programs.  The center is located adjacent to Dieterich Unit #30 K-12 School.  


 


The community center is a shared project with Dieterich and many other agencies, volunteers, and businesses including Wright’s Furniture.  The group has been working together on this since the fall of 2019 to fund and build the center.  Tom Wright, Chairman of Wright’s Furniture says countless sponsors, donors, volunteers, businesses, and associates have helped bring this dream to life. 


 


For more information visit www.facebook.com/wrightfamilycenter.  

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Busting Food Myths During National Nutrition Month
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							March Serves as National Nutrition Month, which has been celebrated by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics since 1980. In honor of the month focusing on healthy living, the University of Illinois Extension is busting common food myths.




Lisa Peterson, Nutrition and Wellness Educator for U of I Extension, began by breaking down the fresh fruits and vegetables vs canned foods debate. Peterson says to read the product label on the can to find out if the fruits and vegetables have extra salt or additives.


 



 





Peterson has bad news for juice cleansers as one juices the fruit for a multiple-day detox, it takes out the critical fiber that fruits and vegetables are already rich in.


 



 





Peterson puts an end to the super-food debate as she denies the claim that there are foods that can cause weight loss.


 



 





For more research-based information provided by the University of Illinois Extension visit extension.illinois.edu/news-releases/national-nutrition-month.




Lisa Peterson appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.

 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								Turn Our Town Teal with Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault 
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							As April approaches the Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault prepares to shed light on the issue of sex crimes and the trauma that follows during Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Erin Domonousky, with Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault, brings attention to the “Turn Our Town Teal” initiative as teal ribbons will be strewn about the Christain County Courthouse, showing support and strength to those who have suffered sexual abuse.


 



 





A recent uptick in sexual assault crimes has been seen. Domonousky attributes this to the normalization of victims coming forward and speaking out to bring justice to abusers.


 



 





Domonousky says volunteers are welcome to assist in decorating the courthouse with teal ribbons.


 



 





Prairie Center Against Sexual Assault has a 24-hour hotline for individuals needing their services, call 217-753-8081.




Erin Domonousky appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.

 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Associate Judge Announces Run for Circuit Judge of the Fourth Judicial Circuit
							

						
							
								Posted Friday Morning 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							A candidate has announced his run for the office of At Large Circuit Judge of the Illinois Fourth Judicial Circuit. Judge Doug Gruenke, a current Associate Circuit Judge for the Fourth Judicial Circuit and has served as such for three years. Before that, Gruenke was in private practice law for 18 years, then was elected as the Clinton County States Attorney.


 



 





Current topics such as crime and legislation are heavily debated amongst representatives and state senators, Judge Gruenke describes the changes that are seen in courtrooms from a judge’s perspective concerning the SAFE-T Act.


 



 





Gruenke notes his recommendation by the ISBA Bar Poll and county sheriff endorsements.


 



 





The Primary is set for Tuesday, March 19th, 2024.

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								Upcoming Blood Drives
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							The American Red Cross has announced blood drive dates for this month in the Regional Radio listening area.


 


In Shelby County:


 


3/19, Stewardson–Strasburg High School blood drive, running from 2:30-6:30, in the Stewardson-Strasburg High School cafeteria


 


3/21, First Baptist Church Shelbyville blood drive, running from 11-5, in the First Baptist Church Shelbyville fellowship hall


 


In Christian County :


 


3/6, Pana High School blood drive, running from 9-2, in the Pana High School multipurpose room – sponsored by the Pana High School NHS


 


3/13, Kemmerer Village blood drive, running from 10-2, in the Kemmerer Village chapel


 


3/22 Taylorville Christian Church & Visionway School Community blood drive at Fellowship Hall 1124 North Webster Street on Friday, March 22nd, 11 AM- 6 PM. 


 


In Fayette County:


 


3/12, Vandalia Moose Lodge blood drive, running from, 11-5, in the Vandalia Moose Lodge hall


 


3/13, Brownstown Community blood drive, running from 2-6, in the Brownstown Elementary School cafeteria, sponsored by the Brownstown High School NHS


 


3/14, Ramsey Community blood drive, running from 2-6, in the Ramsey Grade School cafeteria


 


3/19, Dutch Prairie Community blood drive, running from 1-6, held at Heartland Carriage


 


Come to give March 1st through the 24th for a $10 e-gift card to a pet supply merchant of choiceYou will also be entered for a chance to win a $3K gift card (5 winners!).  


 


For more information visit redcrossblood.org. 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Local Funeral Home Urges the Importance of Pre-Arrangements 
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							Shafer-Perfetti and Assalley Funeral Homes is a family-serving-family institution that has been providing funeral arrangements since 2010. Recently, Taylorville lost a community leader in Mike Assalley, who had been operating the business and running for the county coroner position before his passing.




Lauren Assalley, wife of Mike, will be picking up where Mike left off, bringing comfort and options to families dealing with the loss of loved ones.


 



 





With unexpected deaths in a family, arrangements are the next steps to be taken but many questions concerning the deceased may be unanswered. Assalley urges the community to have the tough conversations about afterlife arrangements before a death takes place.


 



 





Assalley wants the community to know that all operations are running as normal at Shafer-Perfetti and Assalley Funeral Home, and Lauren thanks the Taylorville community for their unwavering support in her and her family's time of loss.


 



 





For services offered by Shafer-Perfetti and Assalley Funeral Home, contact 217-824-3311 or visit assalleyfuneralhomes.com.




Lauren Assalley appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.

 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								March Is Gambling Awareness Month
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) on Friday recognized March as Problem Gambling Awareness Month (PGAM) in Illinois. To raise awareness around gambling disorders and honor those in recovery, a statewide art contest will shine a spotlight on the power of recovery. Throughout the month, IDHS will also partner with providers across the state to raise awareness about treatment options for those in need.


 


IDHS's Division of Substance Use Prevention and Recovery (SUPR) continues to work with gambling providers to expand outreach and raise awareness for the problems gambling can cause. IDHS launched an art contest, open to all residents of Illinois age 14 and over, to highlight Problem Gambling Awareness Month. The program is part of the new "Are You Really Winning?" Campaign.


 


The juried art program aims to raise awareness of gambling issues and to deliver a sense of hope to those who are struggling. Accepted media include drawing, painting, printmaking, mixed media, collage, digital art, fiber art, textiles, glass art, photography, ceramic art, assemblage, sculpture, graphic design, and illustration. The winning submissions will be displayed in June.


 


According to research by Health Resources in Action (HRiA), 4% or nearly 400,000, of Illinois residents have a gambling disorder, and another 7%, or 700,000, are at risk of developing a gambling disorder.


 


SUPR has also helped providers prepare for an increase in problem gamblers coming in for treatment. Illinois is now the 4th largest state in terms of total calls/texts/chats to the 1-800-GAMBLER helpline. In State Fiscal Year 2023, 48,513 screenings were conducted by treatment providers, representing a 110% increase over the previous year.


 


Over the past four years, there have been over 679 clinicians trained to provide gambling disorder treatment services in Illinois. This year, SUPR will provide monthly webinars focused on gambling disorders, a two-day Summit on Problem Gambling, a 30-hour Gambling Counselor Training, three community and culturally (Black/African American, Latinx, and Asian cultures) focused conferences on gambling disorders, as well as a virtual introduction to the Eisenberg Disordered Gambling Emphasized SBIRT (EDGE SBIRT) screening tool. To learn more, click here.


 


If gambling has become a problem for you or someone you know, call 1-800-GAMBLER. Help is also available through the website AreYouReallyWinning.com and by texting GAMB to 833234. 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Illinois EPA Gives Update On CIPS Superfund Site
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							The Illinois EPA says they have not observed any threats to human health and the environment related to the CIPS Taylorville Ameren demobilization efforts.  The US EPA will also be getting involved.  There will be another question/answer session concerning community questions for the CIPS Taylorville site regarding the site's five-year review on March 26th. Regional Radio News reached out to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency to find out the latest on what is taking place at the CIPS site. Kim Biggs, Public Information Officer, reached out with information she has received from the IEPA staff.  


 


Illinois EPA says they have received several complaints or concerns regarding conditions at the CIPS site during Ameren’s demobilization from the site.  Ameren is demobilizing following the shutdown of the pilot project being conducted to determine the feasibility of solidifying deep contamination that remains at the site. IEPA has visited the site several times in response, collecting readings at several locations.  Some of the sites that the EPA says they have visited and collected samples from include: the CIPS site itself, the nearby park playground, the intersection of S. Webster and West 3rd, south of the intersection of S. Washington and W. 2nd St, the intersection of Madison and W. 3rd, the northwest corner of Farm Tavern parking lot off S. Shumway Street, and off the interior Manners Park road near the north edge of Park Lake.  


 


Ameren is restoring the site and resurfacing the lot and driveway with gravel. Any soil and debris generated from the restoration and resurfacing of the site is being disposed of off-site at a landfill after appropriate waste characterization.  It was initially expected that work at the site would be completed by March 2nd, however, demobilization of the site is still in progress and not expected to be complete until the end of March.  The stop work order issued last fall is still in place, and the Illinois EPA is still awaiting a response from Ameren to its December “Next Steps Letter.”  


 


In late February, local officials and community members received notice of a five-year review for the site that will be conducted by the U.S. EPA.  Five-year reviews are required at Superfund sites where contamination remains in place to ensure that the implemented remedies function as intended and continue to be protective of human health and the environment.  This is the sixth five-year review of the site which includes an opportunity for the public to tell US EPA about site conditions and concerns. 


 


To submit a comment, contact David Linnear (Remedial Project Manager) at linnear.david@epa.gov or Ruth Muhtsun (Community Involvement Coordinator) at muhtsun.ruth@epa.gov.  Comments must be submitted by April 1st. The question and answer session will be on March 26th at 6 PM at Lincoln Land Community College, 800 South Spresser Street in Taylorville.


 


Find out more information at https://www.epa.gov/oh/central-illinois-public-service-co-superfund-site-five-year-review-process. 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								IFB To Host Field Days
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Leroy Kleimola								
															

						

						
							Recognizing the need for continued research, education, and outreach to further nutrient loss reduction goals, the Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) will host four spring Nutrient Stewardship Field Days for farmers and industry partners to collaborate and discuss ongoing research and innovative approaches to nutrient stewardship including one in Montgomery County. 


 


Hosted through IFB’s Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program, the upcoming spring Nutrient Stewardship Field Days will focus on cover crop management and highlight ongoing cover crop research in Greene, Montgomery, Washington, and Clinton counties. Additional field days across the state will take place later this summer.


 


Farmers, as well as those interested in learning more about agriculture’s role in protecting the environment, are invited to join IFB, its membership, and partnering organizations to learn more about past and current Illinois conservation practices and research.


 


Montgomery County Farm Bureau will be holding their sessions from 9 AM until 1 PM at 102 North Main Street in Hillsboro and Reynolds Farm at 20275 Irving Road in Nokomis.  

    

Montgomery CFB is inviting farmers and community partners to tour local cover crop fields and learn more about cover crop best management practices and the Illinois NLRS. Speakers include IFB staff, NREC leaders, and representatives of industry partners such as American Farmland Trust (AFT), Progressive Agronomy Consulting, and Montgomery Soil and Water Conservation District.


 


The 2024 Nutrient Stewardship Field Days are funded through IFB’s Nutrient Stewardship Grant Program. The program, now in its ninth year, distributed $165,000 in 2024 to 25 CFBs that will collaborate on 18 projects to further Illinois water and soil conservation efforts.


 


The Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy (NLRS), released by the Illinois Department of Agriculture and Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in 2015, is a guide for wastewater treatment plants and urban and agriculture stakeholders to reduce the loss of nitrate-nitrogen by 15% and total phosphorus by 25% into Illinois waterways by 2025. The eventual target is a 45% reduction in the loss of these nutrients to the Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico.


 


For more information on upcoming field days or to browse past events, visit www.ilfb.org/FieldDays.

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Taylorville Food Pantry Looking for Volunteers and a Pick-up Truck
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							The Taylorville Food Pantry is in need of a pick-up truck. On Saturday mornings, one of the operations for the Taylorville Food Pantry volunteers is picking up large quantities of food from area grocery stores. This initiative is called the Food Rescue Program and the donations require ample space to travel from the stores to the food pantry.




Amy Hagen, Coordinator with the Taylorville Food Pantry says the food pick-up job has been completed for the past months by two dedicated and selfless citizens, who had access to a pick-up truck.


 



 





Hagen describes volunteering at the food pantry, whether it’s stocking shelves or picking up donations of food, as rewarding. Volunteer numbers have increased slightly over the last month which excites the food pantry coordinators and will result in more families in need being served.


 



 



 


Days of service at the Taylorville Food Pantry are Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. The TFP is located at 1429 East Main Cross Street in Taylorville.




To get involved in volunteering or for any questions about the Taylorville Food Pantry, call 217-824-4113.




Amy Hagen appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.

 

						


						
											

				

			
			
		    			
			
			
						
				
				
					
						
														
							
								
									
								
							

														
							
								Taylorville Police Chief Addresses Littering on the Taylorville Square
							

						
							
								Posted About A Week Ago 
																by 
								
									Tim Zalabak								
															

						

						
							Taylorville Police Chief Dwayne Wheeler is putting his foot down when it comes to littering and speeding around the Taylorville Square. Many Alderman have expressed concern over conduct on the square where many local young people spend their nights.




Chief Wheeler has taken a no-nonsense approach when it comes to trash being left on the square as he acknowledges and plans to place fines of $750 on citizens who fail to find a trashcan.


 



 





The improper conduct on the Taylorville Square looks to be addressed quickly and swiftly by the Taylorville Police Department, says Chief Wheeler.

For questions or concerns, contact the Taylorville Police Department at 217-824-2211.




Chief Wheeler appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.
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          Taylorville School Board Meets for Regular March Meeting

					
						Posted Tuesday, March 12th, 2024 9:00pm
												by Tim Zalabak
											

        
       

      

     
     
             
     
        
     
     	
      	        
                 
          Taylorville Park Board Special Meeting: Easter Egg Hunt Relocation and Testing Funding Approved

					
						Posted Tuesday, March 12th, 2024 7:49pm
											

        
       

      

     
     
             
     
        
     
     	
      	        
        	
          	
		 			

        

        
        
                 
          Taylorville Kiwanis Club Hears About Faith Bible Christian Academy at Weekly Meeting

					
						Posted Tuesday, March 12th, 2024 5:33pm
											

        
       

      

     
     
             
     
        
     
     	
      	        
        	
          	
		 			

        

        
        
                 
          Morrisonville Blood Drive Coming Soon

					
						Posted Tuesday, March 12th, 2024 9:31am
												by Tim Zalabak
											

        
       

      

     
     
             
     
        
     
     	
      	        
                 
          Lake Land College Discussing Open Vacancy With Three Candidates

					
						Posted Tuesday, March 12th, 2024 8:47am
												by Leroy Kleimola
											

        
       

      

     
     
             
     
        
     
     	
      	        
        	
          	
		 			

        

        
        
                 
          Taylorville School Board to Meet Tonight

					
						Posted Tuesday, March 12th, 2024 8:31am
												by Tim Zalabak
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  If you need help accessing our website due to a disability, please contact us
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